May 13, 2009

Identification Practices and Tools

Panel Discussion for GDTGN
Facilitated by Sandy Walejko from Belleville
Oregon-Gunnard Swanson, Jori Pauli, Maria Katsaros Molzahn, Chris Cowan
McFarland-Kitty VerKuilen

Fort Atkinson-Susan Henn

Waunakee-Martha Barlow

Susan Henn
Fort Atkinson
FTE-1.5 in dist

LM Specialists are GATE liasons

Handout

Identify K-12

Look at all students

Full level screening of all third graders

All new students are screened K-12

All data is used to update annually

Continual process, K-12

Third grade screening:

All students looked at for all five areas of giftedness.  Lay out…very visual.  Looks for patterns.  Look for kids that get multiple mentions…peers, teachers, test data.  

First, teachers don’t like nominating kids~so, very easy for teachers.  After third quarter report cards~all K, 1,2 teachers get a general survey, asking for most creative, academic strengths, leadership potential.  *Teacher survey in packet.  This is collected for THREE years.  

Next, LMTC Specialist does a pull out reading group (HART group).  Highest readers, most critical thinkers, from each section in schools. Really looks for critical thinking~

Peer nomination in second grade~done by all second grade classes. *Instructions in handout for teachers/classroom.  This helps in looking for PATTERNS.

Transition reports—lots of work.  Not sure if it is helpful yet or not.

Ability testing on all in 2nd grade. Great screener.  Very nice for kids who might go un-noticed due to SE status, ELL, etc.
Then, pulls all of this data to pull kids for additional testing.  Test names in packet*

Takes a list of all the information/data to the third grade teachers and talk about every student.  Look for patterns…

Intellectual~It is not a single score, but a range and pattern. 

Academic~

Creative/Leadership~Peer and teacher

Visual/Perm~Portfolio requirement. At present, list being accumulated

Martha Barlow

Waunakee

3.5 FTE
“Pathways”

Identify K-12
Focus based on referrals, comes from teachers, parents, GT staff, student

Referral process—access to form on website and at all building offices
Teachers speak to Pathways (PW) staff before referral comes forward

Parent referrals move to testing

Most referrals come from Rdg/Math initially


But identify in all areas~

Gather data from standardized testing

Staff watches standardized testing

Always use out of level assessment 
Focus w/ ID~is their curriculum a match for what they need.  

Not necessarily that they are “gifted or not”, but do they need a different curriculum than what is being delivered.

*See handout


Referral forms



Teacher



Parent



New Student/Parent form

Teachers/parents always part of the process through discussion, data, and observation.

A lot of cluster grouping K-6

Cluster section 7

AE 8-10

Math acceleration K-11—kids picked up along the way.  They must test out of the year ahead~to move ahead.  Kids that aren’t ready to skip a year, but great strength in math, receive Pathways monitored differentiation.  This allows PW staff to insure that math students are receiving a high level of differentiation in math. 

Grade level acceleration occur~0-1/year

Many individual needs*see packet.

Twice exceptional, world languages, music, art, ELL, EBD, etc.  We are working to make more formal ID in the arts.  Currently, they are creating “watch lists” between buildings.

Pathways Planning Form(DEP)

McFarland/Evansville
Kittty

Two districts:  McFarland:  .5; Evansville, .5
McFarland 2.3 FTE
Elementary: 4; Intermediate: .6; Middle:  .6; High School: .2
Coordiantor:  .5
Evansville:  2.0 FTE   .5 in each of the four buildings
*Handouts
Identification

1.Teacher Nomination Survey

All teachers complete at a staff mtg using 23 descriptors (see form in packet)

2. MAP testing

3. WKCE

4.NUMATS

5. Additional information


SAGES, TOMAGS, etc.

Eight areas of ID


*see handout

Looking for a number of indicators over time. (2years)

*GT Identification worksheet

IAAT-Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test

Levels are established and placement is decided


Using WKCE, MAP, NUMATS, IAAT

Cluster, acceleration, advanced classes in math and reading

Math classes are leveled

Cluster readers

ID K-8

HS is mostly parent or student referral, some teacher.  New students are looked at when they move into the dist.

Vertical accel in math/McFarland

In class differentiation in English

Public process 


*see handout

GT is a diagnosable need.  Not elitist.  It is identifiable
Resource Teachers take lists of results to teachers

EX* (Level 3) -programming follows this recommendation

DEPs are written for students who are across grades

Oregon

Amy Miller
5.367 FTE

Dist. Coordinator:  .5
GT Teachers—not as much resource.

District has moved to serving GT students daily, not as a resource.

ID

*handouts

K-4—continuous ID

Scores, data, in class, look for patterns.

Very concrete ID—looking for true identification

IQ testing is part

Not a reward for good behavior.  If behaviors surface, they can be dealt with~

More 2e, ELL, etc.

*History of GT in Oregon-see handout

Looking at acceleration in Science—enriched already happens
Classroom differentiation has little control by the GT staff, but, if not in GT class, it is assumed.

Middle Grades~most continue, some move back into regular classroom, but very few.  Due to previous ID, very consistent.  As kids begin to “show”, teachers refer, and data is used…

Offers Art ID in MS—watch in elementary, begin to ID.  Silent portfolios in 6th gr. And ID occurs in 7th grade.  They were then offered an enriched art program in MS.

Looking at a good way to identify in science.  Can skip the frosh science (Physical Science) and jump into biology.  

Moving to a fully integrated LA in the elementary buildings.  Math in the PM.  Paperwork is whenever…additional.  Incorporating “Caesar’s English”.

Gunnard-retrospect-applauds the growth that has occurred in Dane County.  Uniformity is happening~

Whitewater suggestion—keep collaborating w/ specialists. Esp. Speech/Language Pathologists
Susan Henn-collaborate w/ all specialists. Work w/ differentiation strategies across the classrooms~

IT-keeping up, allowing, etc. discussion

Censorship words

Wendy is talking to DPI, CESAs and dist. about accesses of Internet

All that shared, offered that they work closely w/ specialists.  

